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A father’s desperate act to help his baby got director Peter Jackson's attention
He's been nominated for an Oscar, hailed as a genius among filmmakers and put New Zealand on the map as a movie Mecca after his Lord of the Rings success.

Now Peter Jackson has a new goal - to help a baby girl called Katie Tookey, who is living on borrowed time.

Peter, a father of two, was deeply moved when he learned about Katie's fight for a liver transplant. Despite a hectic work schedule on the third part of the Lord of the Rings trilogy, Peter took time out to tell New Zealand’s Woman's Weekly about his concerns for Katie and others like her.

"As soon as I heard about Katie's situation, I felt I had to try, in some small way, to help her," explains Peter.
"All we want... is to give her, and others like her, a better chance"

The world-renowned director found out about the Auckland baby's situation from a short video that her father Andy sent.

It revealed that the dark-haired 1O-month old baby's only hope of life is a liver transplant.
Tragically due to an acute shortage of donors in New Zealand, which has the fourth lowest donor rate in the developed world, Katie may die while waiting for a suitable organ.

Andy lobbied politicians to change the donor system and give people like Katie a better chance but had little support. That was until Peter (40) was sent a copy.

"I realised that Katie is only one of a number of people whose lives are at risk for want of a suitable donor," says Peter.
"I was appalled to discover the low level of organ donation in New Zealand. We are all in the position of maybe needing the replacement of a heart, lung, liver or retina one day.
"It's not until you're facing blindness, heart disease or liver failure that you realise how bleak the prospects are here for people who are critically ill."
Andy, a video technician, made 120 copies of a three-minute story about Katie that featured on TV3 and sent it to politicians and health professionals.
"I wanted to give them insight into the problem and to personalise it by allowing them to see Katie as a real person" not just a name on paper," says Andy, cuddling his smiling daughter. "Many didn't even bother to reply to my letters."

Katie was born with a condition called biliary atresia, affecting one in 15,000 babies.
The ducts in her liver are blocked, causing permanent deterioration.
A simple childhood infection can have devastating consequences. Her tummy is already so swollen, she cannot crawl. But her frustration at having to sit still does not dull her almost constant smile.

"She's such a happy girl," says mum Jan, watching Katie playing peek-a-boo with eight-year-old brother Brad.
"It's so hard to see your child going through procedures in hospital, with tubes and needles. We were shocked when we found out that she would need a liver transplant one day.
"She's not even on the list yet. Her condition has to be critical before she can be considered."

While liver transplants have a 95 percent success rate and one liver can be split up to save four children, many patients die while waiting for a donor.
Only 10 people in every million become organ donors in New Zealand. The consent to donate appears on driving licences.

"But a person's family can override their wishes," Andy explains. "It also only covers a fraction of the population. What about non-drivers and those who are too young to drive? There are some organs people don't want to donate, such as their eyes, but the form is a simple yes or no so they tick no." 
Andy was shocked to discover that changing a licence to become a donor costs $31, a charge many cannot afford. He wants the Government to create a free central computer register, which states what organs a donor is happy to give. He also wants a publicity campaign and donor cards countersigned by a family member.
"Organ donation is a life-saving gift that we all can make"

Peter shares Andy's worries about the lack of available organs.
"Organ donation is a life-saving gift that we all can make to fellow New Zealanders and it costs us nothing," Peter says. "We have the skills here, the hospitals and the surgeons. What we lack is a population willing to give.
"I would encourage everyone to update their drivers' licenses, which list donor status, or make clear their wish to be a donor to their families.
"It's an amazing thing that, in the passing of one life, several other lives can be saved."

As for the Tookeys, they are just taking one day at a time.
"We're not asking people to donate organs to Katie or to give money," says Andy, who has set up a website, www.givelife.org.nz. "All we want is for changes to improve donation rates and give her, and others like her, a better chance." 

Sharon Course
Editor's letter
[image: image2.jpg]v



    On page 20 of this week's issue is a story that will break your heart. Katie Tookey (pictured below) is an adorable little girl with huge eyes and a happy smile. She also has a liver disorder and without a transplant, she will die.

While in New Zealand we have the surgeons with the skills to perform transplants, there is an acute shortage of donors so 10-month-old Katie - whose stomach is so swollen, she has trouble crawling isn't even on the transplant list yet.

Katie's parents Andy and Jan have taken a long, hard look at our current posthumous organ donation system and have decided it needs a major overhaul. They have some good ideas about how this might be achieved. 
Currently it's all based on a box that you tick when you apply for your photo ID driver's licence. But what if you can't drive? Or what if there are some organs you'd be happy to donate and others you'd feel a bit weird about? 
Andy says a lot of people can't even remember which box they ticked until they check their licences.

The Tookeys are serious about their campaign. They have a website set up and have approached well known New Zealanders, like film director Peter Jackson, to help publicise their cause. 

Change can be a slow thing and by the time the system is improved, it may be too late for little Katie... but let's hope not.
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